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Why I Became a Ham Radio Operator 

It's really pretty simple:  Johnny's younger brother was a Ham and challenged 
Johnny with “if I can do it, you can too” and handed him the book to study.  
Johnny then got all fired up, studying and getting his license and upgrades, and 
he said that I should do it too!  He said there was 'nothing to it' and it would be 
a hobby that we both could share. 

I thought about it a while and remembered summers of 1953 to 1955 spent 
reading the Nancy Drew Mystery books.  I would get on my bicycle, ride to the 
library, check out Nancy Drew or Hardy Boys books, ride back home and sit in 
my Grandpa's old rocker and read until I was told to practice the piano or wash 
the dishes, or do some other household task.  One of the Nancy Drew books 
had Nancy using her father's amateur radio to get herself out of a jam and help 
solve a mystery.  The book went into great detail about Morse Code and the 
proper use of the radio.  Of course, Carson Drew's radio was a large set up that 
was in the trunk of his car so he could take it with him where ever he went.   I 
became so interested in the concept of using Morse Code to send and receive 
messages that I got pencil and notebook paper and wrote down the code and put 
it into a file folder. There was no “Elmer” or anyone that I knew to encourage 
me to pursue learning and using Morse Code.  But it was interesting enough 
that I wrote it all down and kept it for some unknown future use.  I wondered if 
I still had that folder   and was amazed to find that I had kept it all those years 
with books that I valued. 

With the influence of Nancy Drew, and encouragement of Johnny, I studied and 
became a Technician Class Ham Radio operator in 1993.  I did study and learn 
the code but did not get the license to use it.  As I studied, it became clear how 
very important the Amateur Radio community is in providing communications 
in times of emergency, especially when other forms of communication do not 
work well, or not at all.  I still think it was a mistake for the ARRL to remove 
the code operator level because it is possible that situations can occur when 
code is the only method of communication that can be successful. 
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My interest in Ham Radio was sparked again, with thanks to Ron Hillstromb (NH6WL) who helped SWD-
CARC set up the Net procedures that we now use on Mondays.  Ron had knowledge and experience in Net 
procedures and was glad to share and guide us as we began something new.   Also, many thanks to all the 
other dedicated operators who have given their time to keep this important activity going.  These practice 
nets are one of the ways operators learn to use the hobby in a manner that is helpful in community service 
and emergency situations. 

I am a certified appliance operator who is amazed at the technical knowledge and skills of fellow operators 
who understand all the in's and out's of radio signals, waves, and all the other terms associated with the use 
of electricity, radio frequency, antenna building and tuning, writing computer code for radio, programming 
micro-chips, and the magnetic influence of the sun. 

 

Pat Roberson (KB5YPP) 

--73 

 

Attention -  All Technicians 
Want to upgrade?? 

GENERAL CLASSES ARE SET FOR NOVEMBER 1,2,15, 2012 

LOCATION WILL BE IN GRAND PRAIRIE 

RSVP BY OCTOBER 29, 2012 

Contact Ben / K5NEB @ 972-262-3114  or k5neb@sbcglobal.net  
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Send your guess to n5txn.be@gmail.com. 

Winner will be revealed next month. 

ANSWER:  Siltronix 1011-C 

A couple of guesses, but no winners!! 

Here is October's mystery … What Is It?? 
This one should be easy! 
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Using WSPR on 630 meters 

 

I’ve given a lot of consideration to how I would approach this article, so much so that I have started over three times 
now.  What I find myself doing again and again is rehashing that which is already in the public domain.  Rather than 
reinventing the wheel on what WSPR is and how to set up your station to use it, I am going to direct you to a website 
that does a great job saying the same thing that I would try to say.  So, go read G4ILO’s description at http://
www.g4ilo.com/wspr.html and then come back. 

 

Assuming you scanned G4ILO’s website, you now have some basic information on WSPR and how it works and 
what can be done with it using low power.  I will attempt to relate this powerful functionality to a practical use on 
630-meters, which is the current object of my obsession. 

 

A little background 

 

I got my first start with WSPR around 2010, using it on 80 and 160-meters to check propagation.  If you are obsessed 
like me or just interested in station performance, this system will provide you with qualitative information that can 
help station owners and operator make decisions about station improvements.  It also provides a means of data gath-
ering for propagation studies in a way that data has never been gathered on the topic in amateur circles.  In short, the 
amateur can unknowingly make significant contributions to scientific knowledge.   

 

What was most intriguing about WSPR is that I could turn it on when I was not operating and I could come back lat-
er to see what data has been gathered, or more simply, who did I hear and who heard me?  At the time, I was doing 
the bulk of my doctoral research and we were using a similar approach:  start the automation and data gathering and 
come back and analyze the results later. 

 

It was around this same time that I had gotten my first real taste of 600-meters.  The 600-meter research group, 
formed by the ARRL and under the leadership of Dr. Fritz Raab, W1FR, was using a number of signaling methods to 
make a case for a lower medium wave amateur allocation.  My role in all of this was a casual observer and listener at 
this point.  My low band receive antennas were not optimized for below broadcast band operation due to matching 
issues with the transformers.  This was a minor problem that could easily be resolved if I had problems but I was in 
grad school and needed a quick solution so I could have better reception on whatever mode I would be listening to. 

 

How you ever just plugged something into the SO-239 on the back of the radio and it worked by dumb luck?  Well, 
that’s what happened to me.  For some strange reason, I plugged my 144/440 Comet GP3 ground plane that was on a 
30 foot mast and had about 150 coax attached into the back of the receiver.  All of the sudden, the band came alive 
with signals.  It was truly a dumb luck antenna and any physical changes to that system, whether it be changing the 
height or disconnecting the connection to the ground rod at the bottom of the pole would render reception non-
existent again.  I took this as a sign. 

I was hearing QRSS CW (VERY slow speed CW read visually in software, sometimes taking hours to actually ren-
der a complete callsign) very well but knew that I could run the receiver with this kludged together antenna all night 
automatically by using WSPR and I could get some good quantitative information that would be useful for the re-
search group. 
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Sure enough, I was copying WSPR signals from all over on 600-meters.  I was actively contributing to the body of 
knowledge about propagation on these frequencies and never really gave much thought to actually getting on the 
band.  Having dealt with the FCC on a number of issues in the broadcast arena while doing radio engineering, I 
knew how difficult it could be to get much done and the ARRL program had all of the operators it needed.  For that 
matter, I still had grad school to focus on. 

 

Lets spring ahead to February of 2012 when the ITU announced an allocation for the 630-meter band between 472 
and 479 KHz.  The ARRL research group, along with their international partners, had been successful in gaining an 
international allocation and the ball was firmly in the court of the FCC to write regulations for use in this band (its 
actually more complicated than this and at the time of this writing, there are a lot of lawyers filing lots of paperwork 
to influence those regulations once the band actually opens some time in the future).  It was at this time that my ob-
session began where I would wax psychotic for page after page in this publication about my progress of building a 
station on 630-meters.  It was not until I was doing some work for Juan Granados, K4LCD/WF2XXQ, that I was 
seriously encouraged to apply for my own Part 5 experimental license with the FCC so that I could get on 630-
meters now.  Juan had gone through this process the previous year so he was able to provide me with some good 
pointers.  Three weeks after my initial filing, my I had been granted a Part 5 experimental license with the call sign 
WG2XIQ.  

 

After doing some successful on-air testing with the CW transmitters I had built and checking out the PA decks, I was 
anxious to get the system running on the transmit down converter so that I could run WSPR and take quality data.  
After a few misfires that were non-technical in nature, I was off and running and getting some pings from around the 
country that was hearing my 1-watt ERP signal.  It was very exciting and exhilarating to see the fruits of ones labor 
come together.  So far I have been received coast to coast. 

 

 
The above image is a screen shot from the WSPRnet.org website showing the stations that heard my 1-watt signal on 
this particular night.  This is wildly gratifying to see.  There is a problem, however.  The receivers you see are almost 
the total that has been active since I have been on the air with my Part 5 license.  In fact, this has been a problem 
since the inception of the 600-meter research project:  We need a higher density of receivers! 
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I need your help! 

 

The only way to gather consistent real-time data is to increase the number of receiver sites on the air at a given time.  
While the band has not opened to amateurs to transmit just yet, you can help today if you have a station that is setup 
for digital modes!  All you have to do is turn your radio on the appropriate frequency and get speaker or line level 
audio from your radio to your sound card mic or line in – literally just an audio cable - as described in the G4ILO 
write up listed at the beginning of this article.  Your data, using whatever antenna you currently have in place (or if 
you are ambitious, whatever receive antenna you decide to build!) will work just fine to pull in my ground wave sig-
nal and produce some data that can be used to study propagation at these frequencies.  Much of the current work has 
focused on sky wave signals as the map above indicates.  I can’t believe that I am saying this but I have actually got-
ten more interested in ground wave signals and how they can follow the curvature of the earth at these frequencies.  
Local receivers are important to be able to study this effect. 

 

One interesting approach to data gathering that I have been discussing with Larry, KY5S, is having him setup a re-
ceive loop (much like the coaxial loops used for foxhunting) at job sites that he visits around 100-150 miles away and 
taking data while he is there working.  I’m not sure anyone is doing mobile data gathering so this will likely be a first. 

 

I’ve also conscripted Ron Hillstromb, NH6WL, in Schertz, Texas down near San Antonio.  Ron is using his stock 
Kenwood 850 and butternut HF2V vertical.  While he has not been uploading data to WSPR, he has been sending me 
screen data from pings that have been received from me at his station. 

 

Feeling particularly ambitious?  Consider filing for a Part 5 experimental license and getting on the air NOW!  Its 
$60 plus a few pages of paperwork, which basically involves reproducing what other applicants have already written.  
I’ve written all the documentation for how to build the hardware and its detailed in the past six months of The 
Groundwire. 

 

So please, consider setting up that idle rig to receive signals and gather data.  I will be glad to help facilitate and in-
struct how to get setup and running. You can make a significant contribution without having to get too far out of the 
easy chair. 

 

In addition to G4ILO’s website, here are a few other websites that might make good reading for the interested: 

 

WSPR website and forum – view data in graphical and quantitative formats  

http://wsprnet.org 

 
WSPR client download – Windows or Linux: 

http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/wspr.html 

 
 
73 and see you in the pile up! 

 
John KB5NJD/WG2XIQ 
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It started like most Dxpeditions start – huge pileups. Once announced several months ago, DX’ers start dreaming and 
planning to working another rare one. Listed as # 31 on DX Magazine’s most wanted list, Swains Island (IOTA OC-
200) was sure to bring out the crowds. With emphasis on working Europe, the Swains team were QRV with call sign 
NH8S on 06 Sept. and went QRT 16 Sept. The NH8S website posts that 105,455 QSO’s were made with 26,010 
unique calls.  

 

Swains Island is an atoll in the Tokelau chain. Culturally a part of Tokelau, it is an unincorporated unorganized territo-
ry of the United States administered by American Samoa.  Swains Island has also been known at various times as 
Olosenga Island, Olohega Island, Quiros Island, Gente Hermosa Island, and Jennings Island.  Owned by the Jennings 
family and used as a copra plantation, Swains Island has a population of 37 Tokelauans, who harvest the island's coco-
nuts. Coordinates are 11.1 deg S x 171.2 W 

 

I set a goal to work NH8S on all HF bands from 10 through 160 meters. Achieving this would require antenna modifi-
cations at my QTH in order to transmit on 80 and 160 meters. I removed my 40 meter vertical monopole and raised 47 
feet of US Army fiberglass mast in it’s place. The mast is the sectional stuff several of us picked up at Ham-Com sev-
eral years ago. Why only 47 feet when I have enough to get about 70 feet in the air? Well - I managed to get 47 feet 
raised by myself and didn’t want to risk lowering that to get the additional height, and it would have taken a small 
crew to get it done without it turning into a broken heap of fiberglass and guys.  

 

With a pulley at the top of the mast and a line through it, I am able to raise vertical wires to get on 30 and 40 meters. 
The 30 meter wire is approx. 21.5 feet long. The equation used to calculate a ¼ wave vertical monopole is 234 divided 
by the frequency of operation. After raising the wire and trimming for best SWR, it ended up about 21.5 feet. The 40 
meter wire was made in similar fashion, it ended up approx. 31.5 feet long. 

 

 To get on 80 and 160 meters though, the mast is not tall enough. So what’s a ham to do? Simple – make a variation of 
the Inverted L antenna. This is where there is a vertical radiator and a horizontal radiator to form an upside down “L“. 
Starting with 80 meters, I extended the 40 meter wire to get it approx. 66 feet long (234/3.5 MHz = 66.8). Pulling the 
wire up and through the pulley and then tying off the wire and halyard rope to a distant tree, the antenna actually 
forms a downward sloping Inverted L. After making a matching coil for the base out of # 12 THHN solid wire 
wrapped around a 1” PVC pipe for 16 turns, the 80 meter antenna matched up ok. Getting the antenna to resonate on 
160 meters was as easy as adding enough wire to make the over all length approx. 130 feet (234/1.8 MHz = 130). To 
work the other bands (10 though 20 meters), I would use my Force12 Sigma-40XK. This is a vertical dipole that is 
easily converted from band to band by swapping aluminum elements. With the antenna “farm” ready to go, let the fun 
begin... 

 

With the NH8S website kind enough to list out their tentative band plan, I was armed with all 9 band/frequency set-
tings. Starting on 06 Sept, I started listening to all of the bands and heard them on 20 meters first. Reconfiguring the 
Sigma for 20 meters, I jump into the fray and after sending my call an unrecorded number of times, I finally hear what 
every DX’s loves to hear – his call coming back. Checking off 20 meters, I next bagged ‘em on 40 later that evening. 
The next day, I work them on 12 then 10 meters.  

 

My station and antenna farm are modest, and with 100 watts, you sometimes have to be a little smarter and luckier 
than the next guy. The pile-ups were awesome, but breaking through takes patience, luck and skill. Trying to follow 
where the DX is listening works some of the time, but can drive you crazy switching between the two VFO’s. Watch-
ing the DX spots for NH8S, I jot down when they are first spotted on each band. Using this data, I plan on being ready 
to pounce when Swain’s starts transmitting on a band that particular day. After trying to log ‘em on 17 meters for two 
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days without success, I decide to be set and waiting for the following day. Sure enough, they begin transmitting about 
the same time as the day before, and I’m there and waiting. After listening to two exchanges, I’m in the log! I can then 
sit back and listen to the pile up grow by the second as soon as someone spots them. I used this technique for log 
Swains on three bands.  

 

I thought that bagging them on 160 meters would be the toughest, so I was preparing myself for it. With a small win-
dow of opportunity, I decided to set my clock to get up at 0845Z (0345 CDT) on Thursday morning 06 Sept. and wait. 
The afternoon before, I reconfigured the mast for 160, so I was ready to go. With headphones on, I listened to static 
crashes until I almost fell asleep. I even laid on the floor with the phones on for a while. Then around 1000Z I heard 
faint CW. With the K9AY array beaming toward the SW, I listened as the signal grew to about S3 / S4. I could just 
make out the stations the DX was working – eastern US. With little experience on 160, but having read a lot about the 
band, I decided not to wait for conditions to improve. At 1015Z (0515 CDT), I set my K2 split up 1 and transmitted 
after hearing the DX’s CQ. I thought I heard my call come back, but the static crashes made it difficult to be sure. I 
sent 599 TU and logged the contact.  Not wanting Murphy to steal my QSO, I decided to contact ‘em again – an insur-
ance QSO. I did not really want to do that as it could keep a fellow ham out of their log. So at 1037Z, I called again, 
and this time heard K5MMH with absolute certainty. 

 

My last band to log them on proved to be the hardest – 15 meters. The European wall was tall and wide, and the DX’s 
emphasis on EU didn’t make it any easier. I tried all afternoon Friday, from 1700Z (1200 CDT) to 2300Z (1800 CDT) 
to no avail. I then see on the NH8S website that they are going QRT earlier than planned. My chances at meeting my 
goal are slipping away. I thought Saturday would be almost impossible with everyone off of work and on the radio. 
After completing my chores around the house, I turned on the rig and tuned to 21003.00. I heard no signals, even lis-
tened up and heard none. So I listen and wait. Don’t you know about 20 minutes later, I hear the first CQ. I guess they 
were taking a break or changing operators. I set the K2 up 1.4 and I’m the 3rd person in the log! Mission accomplished 
– all 9 bands worked !!!! 

 

Like most DXpeditions of late, NH8S utilized ClubLog to post their contacts. I monitor  this to “ensure” my QSO’s 
are in their log. I thought my 80 meter QSO was not logged as it did not appear in ClubLog after the next upload from 
the island via satellite phone. I almost deleted it from my log, but decided to wait until the next upload from the island 
the following day. Luckily it was in their log now. Lesson here – don’t delete QSO’s from your log, they might just be 
good ones! 

 

OK, so what’s the next DXpedition ?  3D2C Conway Reef, OC-112. Scheduled for 24 Sept. through 05 Oct. 

 

I’m getting ready. How ‘bout you? 

 

73 

 

Mike 

K5MMH 
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Twas the night before Christmas 

If you are old enough, you remember where you were November 22. 1963.  I know I 
do.  I also remember the fear of working Downtown September 11, 2001.  Some things 
you just don’t forget. 

 

I have had a couple of very memorable experiences on the radio.  This one goes back 
to December 1964.  Never forget that night.  For some reason, I had the reel to reel 
running in the shack– oh yea, I remember, Junior and I were playing with “here me”;   
We were hanging out on the Club frequency, 3935 Kc – guess it KHz. now: 

 

TAM:  AB5COM, AB5COM here is AB5TAM, you around Gary? 

ME:  AB5TAM, AB5COM -- What one earth is wrong with your radio.   I hear a high… Oh, never mind, 
Helps if I turn off the BFO.  Yes, I am around.  Wifey keeps saying I am getting rounder and rounder!  How 
goes it professor. 

 

TAM:  Pretty Good Gar.  I drove through campus on the way home from the store.  Saw two Aggies still on 
campus.  I gave them three bucks to get a good meal tomorrow.  Dorm cafeterias are closed.  They can go to 
Wyatt’s and eat well for that.  They must live to far away to go home for the holidays.    Bfo?  You been up 
band listening to those single side band guys again?   They say it is going to replace AM.  Fat chance.   

 

ME:  Fat chance indeed.  Who wants to listen to Donald Duck anyway?  

 

OKK:  Good evening Prof, Gary – ho ho ho.  This is AB5OKK, the voice of Yukon, Okla.   

 

ME:  There went the band.  Hello Bob, AB5OKK and the group, AB5COM.  Hey Bob, you know what sep-
arates an Aggie from an idiot don’t you. 

 

OKK: (audible sigh) Same thing that separates the Okies from the idiots, Gary, the Red River.  You’ve told 
me that joke 20 times Gary, for pity sake, give it up.  If I had a nickel for each time you’ve told me that joke, 
I’d have enough for a good meal at Mc’Ds! 

 

ME:  OK, no more, I promise. 

 

ATV:  Merry Christmas Professor, Gary and the group.  Here is AB5ATV 

 

TAM:  Merry Christmas George.   

 

OKK:  Merry Christmas George, Merry Christmas Gary! 
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ME:  Bah humbug!  AB5COM for id. 

 

ATV:  Good grief Gary, what is your problem tonight. AB5ATV. 

 

ME:  It’s eleven o’clock, it’s Christmas Eve.  Between me and the sheets are two three speeds and a bike 
with training wheels.  All have those dreaded words “Some assembly required.”  Gary Jr. drifted off about 
9:00 here in the shack.  The tyke was pooped.  However, the twins, they are still going 50 miles per hour.  
Mama’s pulling her hair out trying to get the girls to bed, she ain’t happy with this OM, as I am playing 
hide, and hope she don’t seek.  I cannot stand 11 year old girls shrieking and giggling all the time.  I can’t 
start the bike assembly till they crash. 

 

TAM: AB5TAM, Ah, yes, I remember it well.   

 

OKK:  Thanks Gary, I needed that reminder why I am a confirmed bachelor.  AB5OKK 

 

NP:  Excuse me. This is Victor Echo 8 Nancy Papa.  

 

TAM:  VE8NP, this is AB5TAM, Handle is Al, Alpha Lima, and QTH is College Station, TX.  Welcome 
Aboard.  They call me Prof. 

 

ME: Man, VE8 on 80? – Yes Maam, you are 59 into the Fort Worth area.  Wow, never heard a stronger sig-
nal from that far north. 

 

NP:  Good Evening all, Handle is Rodney.  I am a male mind you.  Yea, well once a year Ottawa just ig-
nores us.   Let’s just say, I am running my full gallon as a driver.   We have had a major snow storm here 
and it pulled down the 20 and 40 meter antenna setups.  I am looking for VE8SC slash …. He should be …. 
mobile W4 now. You guys heard him. 

 

OKK:  This is AB5OKK OK, who’s the wise guy?   There is no VE8SC. 

 

TAM:  Tell that to the three QSL cards I have on the wall.  They are photographs of the OM and some ani-
mal with a red nose.  You’ve worked him haven’t you Gary.  

 

ME:  Me, Nooooo, I don’t have an electronics lab at my disposal.  My 200 watts can‘t cut the pileups. Heard 
him plenty of times though.  Bob, he definitely exists, and he is very active, especially tonight.  I have heard 
rumors he has a kilowatt mobile. 

 

ATV:  Good evening Rodney, nice signal tonight.  Handle is George, in Dallas.  Our hometown weather-
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man, Harold Taft, spoke of the storm, but didn’t it would cause any travel  delays.  No, we have not heard 
SC on here ever.  Hey Prof, I got your beat, Got 5 of those cards – worked him on all 80-10! AB5ATV.  

 
NP:  Well, with no twenty and forty antennas, he is supposed to come to this frequency for check in.  Mrs. 
C. is beside herself worrying about him It’s been since midnight since we heard from him.  

  

OKK:  Midnight?  Where? 

 

ME:  Geeze: Why do I want to crack the aggie/idiot joke again?  SC, NO, are hams, you turkey.  That would 
be 0000 Zulu or 6PM for you folks in Oklahoma.  AB5COM and the group. 

 

ATV:   Bob, your slip is showing. AB5ATV. 

 

OKK:  Oops! 

 

Noise:  This is 8SC Victor ----- Charlie ---- five – how copy. 

 

OKK:  Well, I’ll be!  AB5OKK 

 

NP:  VE8NP. is that Santa? 

 

ME:  Prof, Don’t know about the North Pole station, but you got the rest of us beat for stations.  Congrats, 
you are now NCS.  AB4TAM and the group AB5COM. Going for the tools.  Girls have thankfully gone to 
bed.   

 

TAM: Hmmm  <<whistle>><<whistle>> 350 mils at 3KV, better not – oh what the heck, 
<<whistle>><<whistle>> 500 mils are 3 KV, that’s 1.5 gallons in – Hopefully the Friendly Candy Company 
stays asleep.  VE8SC here is AB6TAM. How copy.   

 

SC:  AB5TAM this is VE8SC.  Good evening Albert.  you are 10 over. I do hope Becky is over her cold.  
Can you relay to Rodney for me? 

 

TAM:  will do Santa, and how did you know about my wife having a cold? 

 

ATV:   Professor, your slip is showing. AB5ATV. 

 

NP:   I hear noise in the background, but have no copy.  
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TAM; Ready to copy Santa -- Shuddup George. 

 

SC:  Tell Rodney I have had some problems.  I got a bit high under a tree and the antenna looks like a 
fishhook.  I have called on 20 and 40 but heard nothing.  I can’t here Rodney on this frequency. 

 

TAM:  Rodger Santa.  I here Rodney 5 by 9, y’all got a snow storm up there and the 40 and 20 meter anten-
nas are down.  Rodney, Santa traded his mobile vertical for a fish hook complements of a tree.   

 

NO:  Rodger Al, understand.  He is most of the way through the trip; still I wish he had a descent antenna. 

ME: AB5COM  

 

TAM; Yea Gary. 

 

ME:  That VW Bug I just bought runs off 6 volts ergo no mobile.  I have a Webster’s Bandspander in the 
Garage.  Ask him if he wants that antenna, I’ll take a new rig in trade.   

 

SC:  VE8SC slant W5.  I heard that Gary.  I am Santa Claus, not stupid.  I’ll take the antenna and leave 
something nice under the tree for replacement, but not a new rig.   

 

OKK:  Okies and Idiots Gary? 

 

ME:  Go back to sleep Bob.  OK Santa, I’ll have the antenna in the house when you get here.  I’ll wait up 
and see if you need help mounting it.   

 

TAN:  Rodney, It appears we have a better antenna for Santa.  One of the locals has a Bandspanner and will 
help Santa mount it.  Copy: 

 

NP:   Copy fine,  Prof. VE8NP.  Thanks 

 

SC:  VE8SC.  Gary, have we ever met?  What’s make you think I am changing the rules tonight.  You can 
leave it by the tree and I’ll get it while you are asleep, or bike building hihi.   Actually, let me think.  Gary, 
got 100 foot of wire?  I’d rather have that.  I have a tuner. 

 

ME:  100 foot of wire, ah, ye old trailing wire antenna, now that might be interesting in a forest getting it 
wrapped around the trees 

 

ATV:   Actually Santa.  I was at a big Army Surplus store the other day and bought a trailing write setup 
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with 300 foot of wire,  Thought the wire would be good for something.  You can have it, without leaving 
anything under the tree.  The only problem is it’s still on the spool and the spool needs 28V to drive the 
spooler.  I’ll start unspooling the wire by hand.  This is AB5ATV. 

 

ME: Grrrr hihi 

 

SC:  AB5ATV, Great news, George. DON’T unspool. It. The rig here in the sleigh was donated by the RAF 
and runs off of 28 volts anyway.  I would have no problem integrating the antenna into the sleigh.  Always 
wanted a trailing wire antenna to play with.  Thanks for the offer Gary.  I’ll get the antenna from George. 

 

OKK:  RAF donation?  Looks like the Brits are friendlier the DOD. 

 

NP:  VE8NP, fill please? 

 

TAM:  This is AB5TAM.  OK Rodney, we are playing musical antennas,   AB5ATV, George, has a trailing 
wire antenna for Santa.  Santa is going to stop and pick it up.  With the TWA he should be copyable on 80.   

 

NP:  Rodger Al.  Thanks for the help.   

 

SC:  VE8DC, Albert, tell Rodney to tell Mrs. Claus I miss her! 

 

NP:  Copy that Santa.  VE8SC mobile W5  VE8NP out 

 

ME:  gotta run.  I just banged my knuckles and need a band aid.  Merry Christmas all.  I’ll be listening and 
“some assembly required”ing.    AB5TAM and the group AB5COM on the side. 

 

I got my band aid.  Wife found me and handed me a big cup of cocoa.  She was really sweet to stay beside 
me through two three speeds and a set of training wheels.  I sure miss her.  The rig stayed on that night.  
Wife and I listened to the goings on.  All the sudden I hear VE8SC at 30 over.  He says he is in Phoenix, He 
and Rodney seemed to be swapping war – or rather toy -- stories.  That trailing wire antenna worked great.  

 

3 am comes and mom’s in her kerchief and I am donning my stocking… Wait a second, mom’s in curlers, I 
don’t own a stocking cap, and I sleep in my skivvies.  Oh well, I can hear the crackling of the receiver in the 
background as I drift off.  The last thing I hear is “This is VE8SC/KH6 – Merry Christmas to all, and to all a 
good night” 

 

“OUCH, that was my stomach you just landed on Gary James Jr.  What time is it?” 
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“Good morning Daddy. It’s CHRISTMAS” comes from my mid section.  “The little hand is on the six and 
the big hand is on the twelve.”  I am rather sure I didn’t sleep 15 hours from 3AM to 6PM.  I just a whop-
ping three hours sleep. 

 

“Bad news shug, the girls are here too“  my lovely wife informs me.  Now the girls are shrieking. Jr. is pull-
ing on my arm and the bed shakes again.  Lucy, the Lab that thinks she is a terrier is on the bed.  “Down Lu-
cy, NOW!  OK kids, here’s the plan, Mom and Dad are going to sleep in till 9AM and then we’ll all get up 
OK?  Y’all can go back to sleep now.” 

 
 
“Wake up Gary, you are still dreaming” my wife tells me.  “There is a better chance of Lucy reciting the 
pledge than these three getting, excuse me, then us five getting any sleep now.  I have surprise for  you.  The 
coffee pot is fully loaded, all we need to do is turn the thing on, it will perk us a cup quickly.”   

 

We managed to get the coffee perked before the presents were opened.  I had not wrapped the bikes so the 
three kids ooed and aahed them while Mom and I got the coffee ready.  We opened all the presents, except 
for one.  The kids said, “this big package is for you Dad.”  It said “To COM from SC”.  Hmm, I opened the 
package and there was two boxes, one smaller than the other.  I open the larger and it was a brand new Na-
tional NCX-3, it had sideband on it.  I looked at the other  box and there was a note.   

 

Gary:  Santa asked me to rewire this mobile power supply for 6 volts.  I admit I had never done that 
before.  – Thanks for helping us out last night, and I enjoyed the QSO. You see Santa could not have 
taken the Bandspander as you now need it. 73, Rodney, VE8NP”  

 

The weather was abnormally warm that afternoon.  Of course we spent the afternoon in the cul- de-sac 
watching the kids on the new bikes.  I could tell by the number of sleepy eyed dads and squeeling kids that I 
wasn’t the only dad “some assembly required”ing last night.  Mom and I had out the lawn chairs.  I know 
the my eyelids clamped shut some.   

 

Fortunately the evening was rather short for the kids.  Jr. being 5,  crashed hard on the living room floor at 
6PM.  I took him to bed and he slept in his clothes.  I know better than to try to pajama him when he is that 
tired.  The twins VOLUNTEERED to go to bed at 8:30. I walked by their room at 8:45 and there wasn’t a 
sound.  Mom curled up on the couch with the novel her sister had sent her.  I pulled the manual for the NCX 
3 and retired to the shack. 

 

ATV:  Ho Ho Ho, Merry Christmas from AB5ATV,  Dallas 

 

ME:  Merry Christmas George. Have a good day? 

 

ATV:  Yes! It was interesting.  Grand kids came over about 2 PM.  They loved the presents they got from 
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Grandma.  My daughter did her usual “you two are spoiling these kids of mine”.  I reminded her of my par-
ents doing the same thing.  But it what was under the tree this morning that really surprised me.  I got a 
Lunchbox! 

 

ME:  A lunchbox?  Come on, we’ve worked together for years; I have never seen you carry a lunch!  Practi-
cal joke from wifey? 

 

ATV:  No, silly, a Heathkit Two’er.  Tag read “to George from Santa.” 

 

ME:  Two meters, what a waste.  Nobody will work that high a frequency.  I don’t think you can reach 
across Dallas on two much less over here to Fort Worth.  Never catch on.   

 

ATV:  Oh well, worth a lot more than that trailing wire.  Good trade.  You are right nobody will EVER op-
erate on two meters.  Night Gary. 

 

ME:  Night George – see you at work next week.  AB5ATV this is AB5COM.  

  

That weekend I installed the National in the Bug.  Talk about taking over the rider’s seat.  Oh well, the Bug 
is my commuter car.  Wife doesn’t care for it.  Kids could sit in the back. I got the thing warmed up about 
dark 30 and thought I would test 20 meters.    Rather quiet.  I was in the SSB area and heard VE8SC calling 
CQ.  Yea, fat chance of a mobile in a pile up.  I called and he answered.  No pile up.   We talked about 20 
minutes that night.  He really sounded tired.  Placed a wager on the Cotton Bowl.  He got a full bag of Oreos 
that next Christmas.  My team got blown out.  Got a QSL card from both Santa and Rodney on the wall.  I 
actually framed them. 

 

I’ve hung on to that old National.  Four years later I converted the mobile power supply to 12V.  I was 
wrong about SSB.  AM is now the rarity.   I prefer solid state to tubes, but the glow of the NCS is so nice. 

   

I bought a twoer a few years later.  We were right about two meters – well half right.  The twoers were nov-
elties.  AM just never caught on two meters.  As the taxis and police swapped out radios, the surplus VHF/
FM radios hit the flea market for pennies on the dollar.  By 70, I had a new car (12V) and a Motorola T43 in 
the trunk.   First thing I did was replace the selenium rectifiers with diodes.  For you whelps, selenium recti-
fiers smell to Hades when they go.   I’d rather not smell that stuff at 65 on the freeway.  I bought a pair of 
rocks on 146.34/94 as they said then, and pumped 25 watts into a Heathkit antenna.  Well shoot, the Heath 
was $5.00 cheaper than the Hustler. The only difference was the name on the mount. It wasn’t a kit either.  

  

The good folks at channel 11 let us put up a repeater on their tower on Broadcast Hill.  750 foot to the re-
ceiver.  500 to the transmitter.  I could hit that repeater from all over Dallas and clear out to almost Weather-
ford.  Some of you whelps probably think Broadcast Hill is Cedar Hill – no, try the turnpike – I mean I 30 –  
and Randol Mill in east Ft. Worth.  The tower is gone now.  The only thing left there is KXAS, and I have 
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heard rumors they may move.  Things change.  Shoot, the “Independent Ones”, as 11 used to call them-
selves are now owned by CBS.   

 

 Christmas morning this year will not be the same.  Lucy IV, another lab that thinks she is a terrier, stays off 
the bed most of the time. If (and that is doubtful) Lucy behaves herself, I won’t get up till nine. Even so, 
7:00 isn’t bad, and once Lucy is done with her business, I can sack out in the easy chair.   The shrieking girls 
are 12, but cousins.  Shrieking is a whole lot easier on the ears from granddaughters than daughters. They 
are not coming till 1PM.  Yes, the twins do stuff together all the time, and their firstborns are two weeks 
apart.  Gary Jr. is coming up from Houston with his wife.  It’s gonna be a great Christmas. 

 

Sill miss my wife though. 

 

Merry Christmas to all  
DE AB5COM 
AKA Crusty Old Man.  

 

 

 

 

Attention ARRL Members 

 

With the release of the electronic edition of QST, the ARRL will now permit you 
to opt of receiving the print edition. To opt out, visit: 

www.arrl.org/QST-Print-Edition-Opt-Out-Form 

 

Choosing to opt out of the print edition of QST is voluntary and will not result in 
a refund or reduction of ARRL membership dues. Any savings will be used to ex-
tend the ARRL’s reach in the areas of public service, education, advocacy, tech-
nology, and membership. 
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In spite our best efforts, Larry, KY5S, and myself were unable to elude the four teams that set out to find us 
this past Saturday morning for very long.  Congratulations go to Jimmy, KB5WIO, Gene, N5PKZ, and 
James, KF5RBN for finding us first, in just 40 minutes and in 18 miles.  That’s fantastic. 

 

Larry and I settled on the parking lot of Vitosky elementary school in Midlothian just across from the 
Church of God and adjacent to highway 67.  In fact, it was the church parking lot that contained my car in 
plain sight with the transmitter box and antenna.  Too bad that was just a decoy… 

 

A decision was made after the last hunt to use Larry’s Bugcatcher and IC-7000 and we would simply inter-
face the keying circuit to the key input on the radio.  It worked like a charm.  In fact, it may have worked too 
well.  The most common complaint what that there was too much signal.  I’ve said in the past that less is 
more when it comes to signal, which is what makes attenuators so important.  There were a lot of swamped 
receivers for sure and that might have given Jimmy’s team an edge, since they were using the AM receiver 
built into his HT and listened for the blanking.  I heard a number of teams indicate that they would be add-
ing their HT’s with AM receivers to their tool kit. 

 

As TXN Bill said, this was the best advertisement for the Texas Bugcatcher there could have been.  The 
high-Q design and coil that is located somewhat above the feed point help improve the efficiency over the 
base loaded vertical typically used for hunting. 

 

Sadly, only one team fell for the decoy but it was worth it to watch them think through just what was going 
on and ultimately find us.  I suppose there could have been high-stakes drama if they had been looking for 
the ticket on the box when another team showed up only to get to the real ticket first. 

 

Next month, Jimmy, Gene and James will hide the fox and Gene will be working on a portable setup using 
his FT-897 and the beacon keyer.  The antenna will be something portable and easy to setup.  I can’t wait to 
see where and what they come up with.  For those of you interested in EmComm, come see what a quick, 
tactical radio setup can look like. 

 
 

73 and see you next time! 

 

John KB5NJD/WG2XIQ.. 

Place Team Members Mileage 
Measure-

ments Time (min) 

1 
Jimmy - KB5WIO, Gene - N5PKZ, James - 
KF5RBN 18 4 40 

2 Rick - KJ5UY, Scott - KE5NLK 24.9 3 50 

3 Jerry - KB6OJE, Les - K5ITO, Harold - KF5LDG 36 2 105 

4 Bill - N5TXN, Barry - K1BSM 38 3 130 
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2012 Board Members 
President 

Scott Crappa (KE5NLK) 
 

Vice-President 

Ben Barber (K5NEB) 
 

Treasurer 

Mike Harang (K5MMH) 
 

Secretary 

Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) 
 

Directors 
 

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) 
 

Lester Wong (K5ITO) 
 

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
 

Committee Positions 
Repeater Trustee 

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 
 

Web Master 

Bruce Holt (KG1BAH) 
 

MN2 
Monday Night Net 

Net Time 8:00PM 
147.060(+) Primary 

444.500(+ ) Alternate 

September-12 Income Expense Balance Petty Cash 

General Fund      
Beginning Balance 9/1/12   $1,791.31   
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Dues Income-2012 $31.25        
ARRL Renewal Income-2012 $39.00     
K4LCD Donation $50.00     

     
Transfer From Matl. Property     
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME $120.25     
EXPENSES     
KD8AZT Renewal Ck. # 2015  $18.50   
AE5OZ Renewal Ck. # 2016  $18.50   

     
     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $37.00    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $120.25  $37.00    
Ending Balance 9/30/2012   $1,874.56   

     

Special Events Fund     
Beginning Balance 9/1/12   $125.14   
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Trans from General Fund     
     
     
TOTAL INCOME $0.00     
EXPENSES      
     
     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $0.00    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $0.00  $0.00    
Ending Balance 9/30/2012   $125.14   

     

Material Property Fund     
Beginning Balance 9/1/12   $1,753.64   
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Dues Income-2012 $31.25     

     
     

Transfer from General Fund     
TOTAL INCOME $31.25     
EXPENSES     
Telephone Pymt. 05Sept.  $45.50    
KD8AZT Renewal Ck. # 2015  $18.50   
AE5OZ Renewal Ck. # 2016  $18.50   

     
Transfer to General Fund     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $82.50    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $31.25  $82.50    
Ending Balance 9/30/2012   $1,702.39   

     

September Balance $151.50  $119.50  $3,702.09   
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The meeting was called to order by Scott, KE5NLK at 6:30 pm. 
Invocation was given by Bill, N5TXN. 
Executive Board members present: Scott, KE5NLK, Rick, KJ5UY,  Paul, KD5IVP, Lester, K5ITO and 
Jerry, KB6OJE. 
Club members present: Johnny, KJ5LB, Bill, N5TXN, & John, KB5NJD. 
Guests:  Bill, N5TXN, Bruce, KG1BAH, John, KB5NJD 
Minutes:  Motion to approve by Rick, KJ5UY; Motion 2nd  by Paul, KD5IVP.  Motion passed. 
Treasure Report Motion to approve by Rick, KJ5UY; Motion 2nd  by Lester, K5ITO.  Motion passed. 
  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Repeater: Getting hot and the repeater is up and down – repair people have been notified.    
VE Session:  One took the Tech test and passed. 
EOC: DeSoto Fire Chief retired. 
Membership:  No new ones this month.  
Net:  There were 3 check-ins last night before the repeater went down.   
Web: Up and running.  Let Bruce know if want anything on it. 
Groundwire: On the web...Had some very good articles. 
  

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. 80m Fox Hunt:  The next one is scheduled for August 11th.  Rick, KJ5UY and Scott, KE5NLK will 
hide the Fox.  Time for the hunt will be 8:30 to 11:30 am.  Start will be at the Acapulco Restaurant in 
DeSoto.  Frequency is 3.580 with same boundaries as in July. 
Keyer Kits:  Building as a program at a future meeting if there is enough interest.  Mike, K5MMH, is 
ready to order, so contact him if want one and haven’t let him know yet. 

 
       

NEW BUSINESS 
 

      1.  ARRL:  Club can received a commission if each new member who joins the club joins ARRL 
through         the SWDCARC, also, when current members renew their membership in ARRL.  All they 
need to do is pay the club and the club consolidates the orders and sends to ARRL.  SWDCARC gets to 
keep $15 of the new persons dues and $2 on a renewing persons dues to ARRL. 
      2.  Beacons on 472-479k are being built by John, KB5NND, and he would like to put one on the air 
using the Club radio box. 
 
PROGRAM:  WinLink presented by Larry, KY5S. 

Motion to Adjourn was made by Paul, KD5IVP at 7:20 pm. 
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The meeting was called to order by Scott, KE5NLK at 6:30 pm. 
Invocation was given by Paul, KD5IVP. 
Minutes:  Motion: Johnny, KJ5LB; 2nd    by Ben, K5NEB .  Approved? Yes 
Treasure Report: Motion: Johnny, KJ5LB; 2nd by Jimmy, KB5WIO.  Approved? Yes   
 
Guests:  Fred Harris, N5VDQ and Herb, KF5QHP.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Repeater:  Club doesn’t have a back-up VHF repeater.  Our back-up repeater went up in smoke several years ago.  An anony-
mous individual has expressed the possibility of donating a professional grade VHF repeater on our frequencies to the club.  If it 
doesn’t materialize, then will need to be looking into getting a back-up. 
VE Session:  William, KD8AZP took test for General License tonight and passed. 
EOC:  DeSoto has a new Fire Chief. 
Membership:  1 application received from David, N6ULI, which the board will vote on at Oct meeting on the 2nd. 
Net:  Had a good net last night on 146.565 Simplex with Russ, KX5G, as net control.  The Monday night  net will be on 146.565 
again if the 2m repeater is still acting up.  
Web:  It is up and running.. 
Groundwire:  It is another good one this month, with several excellent articles. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

80m Fox Hunt – John, KB5NJD, and Larry, KY5S,  hid the fox and Jimmy, and Gene, N5PKZ were the first to find it, followed 
by Rick, KJ5UY and  Scott, KE5NLK were second.  Lester, K5ITO, Harold, KF5LDG and Jerry, KB6OJE, were third, fol-
lowed by Bill, N5TXN, and Barry, K1BSM.  All expressed how much fun they had trying to find the hidden transmitter. 

Tech Class:  Ben, K5NEB, reports there were 16 were in the first class last Thursday. 
General Class:  Ben, K5NEB, says the opportunity for the many Technician Class amateurs in the Club to upgrade to General 

will be on Nov 1, 8 & 15, which are on Thursdays. 
JOTA:  Have not received any response to an e-mail to the Boy Scout Pack that inquired about out setting up a radio for their 

Jamboree On The Air. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1.  The Club has received a $50 donation from Juan Granados, K4LCD, which we appreciate very much. 
2.  At the Board meeting, Paul, KD5IVP, made a motion and Mike, K5MMH, 2nd it to grant non-voting membership to the club 
for this year and 2013. 
3. It was discussed and approved at the last Board meeting to put the Minutes of the Board Meetings on the web during the week 
of the meeting.  Putting them in the Newsletter, gets them to the membership after the General Membership meeting and they 
should have access to them before the General Membership meeting. 
4.  Rick, KJ5UY, thanked all for the outpouring of support to his family on his Father, Dick, W5YCK,  becoming SK. 
5.  Billy, KB5ZZW, could still use your prayers as he is recovering.  Bill, N5TXN, reports that he went to the football game Sat-
urday at Cowboy Stadium to see Tarleton State play. 
 
Presentation:  Russ, KX5G, presented “Brave New World of Microcontrollers” 
 
ADJOURN: Motion by Jimmy, KB5WIO 


