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REFLECTIONS OF A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER 

 

One of the unique aspects of amateur radio is the fact that the FCC allows us to give 

the license examinations for those who want to obtain or upgrade their ham radio li-

cense.  Volunteer Examiners (VEs) are trusted with the responsibility to administer 

license tests.   This was not always the case:  My dad would tell stories about having to 

go to the FCC district office to take the license exams in days long past, and the exams 

were not formatted as they are today where the questions come from a public test pool 

and there are study guides that go over each question.  Oh, no…the FCC wanted to 

grill you good before they gave you the privileges to use enough power to cook a tur-

key!.  You could get your Novice ticket by finding some General Class or higher hams 

to administer the test, but everything else had to come from the FCC. 

 

Sometime in the 70’s I believe was when they made the shift from the FCC giving the 

license exams to allowing hams themselves to conduct the tests.  And come up with 

the tests!  Yes, the exam question pools were and still are derived by hams to test other 

hams.  Now sometimes I question the relevancy of some of the questions in the test 

pool today:  Asking a prospective new ham what a VHF signal reflected by aurora 

would sound like seems, well, a little more than what an introductory licensee would 

know.  Another question asks what is true regarding vertical antennas, and none of the 

responses say “Radiate equally poorly in all directions”.  What gives?  But by and 

large, the questions are fair and to the point. 

 

Some VE sessions go better than others:  We like to see people pass their tests and get 

their ticket or upgrade, and I will tell you that we can tell the ones who have prepared.  

It’s not a hard and fast rule, but generally when a person whips through the test and 

jumps up and gives us the answer sheet in quick time, they get a passing score which is 

usually pretty close to perfect.  It seems the longer a person slogs through the test, the 

lower the scores are.  Now this is not a call for any of you who are wanting to take the 

test to go fast:  You should take exactly as much time as you need to take the test.  But 

their definitely is a correlation between how much time a person spends taking the test 

and whether they get a passing score or not. 

 

Preparedness is the key:  There is no replacement for studying and learning the con-

cepts, not just the test questions.  And remember to bring the required items to the VE 

session:  Everyone must bring a valid photo ID and the exam fee of $15.00 (for our VE 

sessions, it is a check payable to the ARRL VEC. We don’t get any of the money:  

We’re volunteers, remember!?!)  And if you’re already a licensed ham testing for an 
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upgrade, you must bring a copy of your license that we will be submitting along with the 605.  Be sure it is a copy 

that you don’t expect to get back.  We also see candidates bring calculators, a rabbit’s foot, study guides, their lucky 

baseball cap, the HT they hope to start operating and all sorts of other stuff, none of which is needed except for may-

be the calculator, which is allowed. 

 

The biggest improvement in the VE process occurred when they streamlined the flow from exam to issuance of li-

cense and allowed those who had successfully passed their Technician test to go on the air as soon as they saw their 

callsign in the online database.  Again, this was not always the case:  Previously you had to wait until that magic let-

ter arrived from the FCC and you had your license actually in hand before you could go on the air.  This could take 

10 or even 12 weeks from the date that one passed their exam until the date the license came in the mail and they 

could go on the air.   

 

One friend of mine in Ellis County was hoping that his license would arrive before HamCom, but alas, there we were 

at the convention center in Arlington (yes, it was back then) and he reported that it hadn’t arrived.  He’d bought a 

handheld 2-meter radio and was ready to go on the air, just no license.  He was going to call home to ask his wife to 

check the mail just in case it arrived that day, but was waiting until after lunch out of deference to her having worked 

all night as a nurse at the hospital.  Finally he got up the courage to call her and ask her to check the mail.  We were 

all gathered around breathlessly waiting until we heard the excited words “Open it!  Open it!  Open it!”  Yes, his li-

cense had arrived and she read his callsign to him over the phone….and after thanking his wife he was on the air!!!! 

 

When my dear wife Rebecca (KC5FHG) passed her Technician test back in 1993, she had to wait for about 12 weeks 

to receive her license.  The first few weeks were not so bad, but as one month and then two passed, she was starting 

to get a little anxious.   I think nobody was more grateful that she finally received her license than the mailman, after 

enduring weeks of getting mugged by her every day looking for that letter from the FCC!  Eventually the FCC re-

solved the backlog and streamlined the processing of license applications and a person who tests this week can rea-

sonable expect to see their new license posted in the database next week. 

 

My dad (W5YCK/SK) had been a VE from the beginning of the program and described for me the joy and satisfac-

tion of administering a test session that granted someone their new license or an upgrade to long sought after addi-

tional privileges, so I guess I’d been a ham for about a year when the bug hit me to upgrade to that I could become a 

VE.  I eventually got my Advanced Class license at the same time Rebecca got her Technician, and then finally up-

graded to Extra in 2000.  Since then I would have to admit that the greatest joy of having the Extra license is not so 

much the operating privileges or the prestige of the license, it’s the kick I get from functioning as a VE. 

 

Now for the sales pitch:  How hard is it to become a VE?  Well, if you already have a General or Extra Class license, 

you’ve taken care of the hard part.  All it takes is to go to the ARRL’s VE web page at  http://www.arrl.org/become-

an-arrl-ve and complete the steps they outline and it’s done!  Painless!  And then you become a valuable asset to the 

club in furthering amateur radio. 

 

73 de Rick / KJ5UY 

http://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve
http://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve
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One of  my recent joys in this hobby has been to build a lot of my own hardware, much of it out of necessi-

ty but some of it was just because I could.  It can be a very rewarding thing to have something you have 

built with you own hands heard around the world.  Along with that goes a tremendous amount of responsi-

bility, however. 

 

Last fall when I was granted WG2XIQ for Part 5 operation on 630 meters, I very meticulously built all of 

the equipment to operate on this band – I had to because there were no “off-the-shelf” solutions available.  

Much of that saga was chronicled here in The Groundwire.  One of the most important parts of the system I 

developed is the output filtering on the transmitter.  The filtering ensures that I not only have a clean sine 

wave being generated by the semiconductor but also suppresses any harmonics generated and there are of-

ten a lot.  Filtering is especially important in this instance because the second harmonic of 475 KHz is 950 

KHz, right in the middle of the broadcast band!   Similarly the third harmonic would put my signal around 

1425 and the fourth harmonic would be in the 160-meter band.  A dirty signal on any of those frequencies 

would not only be a showstopper for any future allocation for 630-meters if it were officially observed but 

would compromise my existing Part 5 license, possibly resulting in fines. 

 

When I tuned up for the first time, the filtering on the transmitter coupled with the high-Q nature of the an-

tenna tuning unit located at the base of the antenna itself were easily providing more than –50 db of sup-

pression required by the FCC and this was verified by the fact that I could not hear any of my signal on 950 

KHz which meant that I would really not hear any signal on 1425 KHz or higher frequencies.   Keep in 

mind that was in September of 2012.   

 

In late January of 2013 I was performing routine observations and measurements with my station prior to 

operation one evening when I began observing a signal that was 20db over S9 on my monitor at 950 KHz.  

I was testing using WSPR, a 4-tone FSK beacon mode that I have spoken about in detail in previous arti-

cles.  To my horror, at the end of the transmission I heard a CW ID on 950 KHz – It was me, WG2XIQ!!!  I 

frantically began checking the system to determine the source of the problem.  The current drawn by the PA 

was more than normal, about 5.4 Amp.  4.6 amps is nominal to achieve my granted ERP of 1 watt.  Anten-

na base current was also a little erratic, but that was nothing out of the ordinary given that the ground was a 

little wet.  Something was not right, for sure.  I carefully measured the values of the inductors in the PA and 

transverter and they were correct.  The waveform looked ok on the oscilloscope and did not offer any real 

clues to why I had spurious emissions.   

 

Finally it dawned on me:  My system varies seasonally on the low bands due to foliage located near the an-

tenna.  I deduced that the high-Q ATU at the base of the antenna for 630-meters had a shift in Q to some 

lower value, thus not providing the protection it had previously back in the Fall.    I knew it was Q related 

because the shifts I observed were often related to bandwidth.  Narrow bandwidths often times are indica-

tive of high Q system while wide bandwidths are often indicative of low Q systems (Note: this is a half 

truth but good enough for the discussion here). 

 

The solution:  design additional low pass filter stages after the power amplifier.  This was simple aside from 

the fact that cores for winding RF power inductors can be difficult and expensive to source - Amidon has a 
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$25 minimum charge plus a surcharge plus a shipping fee of around $25-$30 and these are for cores that 

only cost $1.85 each.  Fortunately for me my friend John Molnar, WA3ETD/WG2XKA also of 630-meter 

fame, had a few extra cores of the proper permeability so he shipped them down.  John had also recently 

run the numbers for a killer 5-pole filter that would kill the second harmonic and sent me the numbers.  Af-

ter that it was a quick trip to Tanners for 1% 1KV mica capacitors and I was in business. 

 

A few words of wisdom:  When winding toroids, don’t rush it.  Take your time to get the spacing and pitch 

correct.  It also helps to get the right number of turns.  I needed 40 turns and fortunately for me I had 

bought a box of surplus enameled magnet wire that was perfect for this process.  The first try did not go so 

stellar.  I had achieved 0 reactance but was sitting down near 40 ohms – WIND THOSE COILS CARE-

FULLY.  A careful rewind resulted in 50 +0j ohms and when I inserted it into the system, the antenna 

matching did not change as it had previously done when I was a 10-ohm mismatch. 

 

Ok so the match is good but what about the second harmonic?  A check on another receiver showed no de-

tectable second harmonic and an observation using ARGO software showed that the second harmonic was 

down about 75 dB from the noise floor.  BOOM!  Also of note was the decrease in the PA current.  So why 

did the PA current go up?  When SWR increases on a system it also results in an increase of current draw 

on the PA.  Exceed the manufacturers specs and the device pops or melts down or blows up – FETS sound 

like shotguns going off when they fail!  Because I was putting RF onto the ATU that was mismatched 

(literally not at the frequency the ATU was adjusted for which was around 475 KHz), there was an SWR 

being developed from the second, third and probably forth harmonic, albeit small, which was increasing the 

current draw on the PA.   

 

Pretty neat detective work, huh? 

 

So I’ve been operating again for about a month and had no further problems of hearing my Part 5 call sign 

in the AM broadcast band.  Case closed. 

 

Just remember, if you build a piece of transmitting gear or modify a piece of gear, you are still required to 

ensure that you are not generating spurious emissions and are not interfering with other services.  Take a 

moment and have a listen.  In this particular case, I could use my car stereo to listen on AM.  A mile away 

my call sign was as obvious as if you were listening on the fundamental frequency.  Had someone at the 

FCC observed the spur, or had there been a local station on 950 that I would have been interfering with, it 

would have been game over. 

 

73 and keep digging in the noise.  I’ll be down there somewhere! 

 

John KB5NJD/WG2XIQ 



 

 

5 Name That Station!! 

W5WB · Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club · W5AUY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send your guess to n5txn.be@gmail.com. 

Winner will be revealed next month. 

Send me a picture of your station and be a part of the fun.  It can be your fixed station, 

portable or mobile.  Send in all three if you are so lucky to have all three. 

73,BILL / N5TXN 

February’s station photo belongs to K5MMH, Mike Harang. 

KE5NLK, Scott Crappa had the winning guess. 

Here is the station for March.  Name that station?? 
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Article 6 – Where to Buy -- Parts 

This will be the last of the articles on where to get stuff.  Buying that rig off the shelf is 

great, till it breaks.  Those old rigs had a horrible habit of burning out tubes.  Sometimes 

you would to roll your own.  Getting parts was just as much part of the hobby as operat-

ing. 

   

Of course parts have always been available at the hamfests.  You could to Texoma, Mid-

land, Weatherford, or up to first Saturday on Haskell (before they moved down to Ross 

Avenue) and get your parts.  Most hamfests had sellers of junk rigs that were a treasure 

chest of parts.  Point to point wiring components often had plenty of lead left.  Kinda 

hard to use these dang surface mount parts again.  An old fart like me can’t even read the labels without a 

magnifying glass.  

 

Well, there were a few mail order places. Now there are a bunch, back then, there 

were just a few. Now, I am feeble, but the only one I remember was Allied.  Nev-

er dealt with them, but I am sure they had a will call window.  They were on 7th 

street.  Seems like Dad and I went there once for something.   

 

But what if you needed them quickly.  There were places around to get parts.  If you wanted a tube, you 

could get those dang near anywhere.  Remember tube testers in food stores and the like.  Not the best selec-

tion, and never anything like the 6146B finals, but some of the more common tubes that would be in a TV 

set were easy to get.  Then there was Radio Shack.  Hey we are talking about the pre-Tandy days when it 

was Allied/Radio Shack.  The manager in the Useless, Tx store was a ham and knew what he was talking 

about.  

  

Radio Shack had “lifetime tubes.”  You could buy their tubes once and they would replace them when they 

went south – and they would go south.  RS tubes did not rise to the quality of Sylvania or GE floor sweep-

ings, but hey, they were cheaper that the other brands, and they worked, for a while.  Now my buddy Joe 

bought his 6146B finals from RS.  Yep, when he flattened them he took them back and got free replace-

ments. 

   

There were plenty of good parts houses around.  Electrotex as a chain of parts houses.  They had one Vick-

ery in Cowtown, and one on Forest Lane in Big D.  I remember a parts house on Shady Grove in Irving.  

There was a good parts house on Lancaster where the bus barn is now.  The OM that ran the place was al-

ways real friendly to Joe and I (Joe had a car long before I did).  

  

First Saturday was always the time to get parts.  HEB, where I lived wasn’t a panacea for parts.  First Satur-

day we’d head to the flea market at Electronics Center Inc. (ECI) on Haskell.  If we really needed parts, we 

would head south on Central to Ross.  There we would find Wholesale Electronics and Snodgrass. Old man 

Snodgrass was a nice guy.  More of a junk shop than anything else.  I remember they sold Calrad brand 
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equipment.  I know what you are thinking, and neither had I heard of Calrad.  It was interesting to see the 

stuff in the store.  The parts bins were open and you could pick and pull your own parts.   

 

Wholesale was more of a professional jobber store.  Counter service only.  You walked in, gave them your 

order and waited for them to pull it.  When ECI moved down to the Wholesale basement it was great.   

Take your order into the store, tell them you’d be back in 15 minutes or so, you could go take in the flea 

market some while they pulled your parts.  Them was the days. 

  

As the years passed on, the parts houses started to die out.  Wholesale is a church, Electotex is kaput, Some 

places like Off the Shelf components (OTC) came and have died.  In the late 70’s early 80’s there were lots 

of shops selling computer parts for the computer hobbyist.  Now days computer hobbyists are as rare as 

toaster hobbyists are.  I’d bet  you have more computers around than toasters at that. 

   

The only parts house I know of any more is Tanners Electronics on Valley Ridge in Carrolton or Farmers 

Branch.  They used to have a store on Abrams in Arlington decades ago.  I am sure they got a hellova deal 

on rent.  I believe they were literally the first store east of Johnson Creek.  Err, before the Johnson Creek 

redo.  If you don’t know the history of Johnson Creek, it’s Arlington’s version of the Nile.  It tended to get 

out of its banks regularly.  I think they got flooded and pulled stakes.  The only computer junk shop left is 

Electronic Discount Sales (EDS) on West Pioneer (Hwy 303) and Collins.  Their Irving store is kaput.   

 

One last place to get parts.  I remember a junkyard down off the end of Industrial.  Some of the  

old farts reading this will recognize the name Longhorn Ballroom.  Well back behind that strip 

center was a electronic gaveyard.  They sold by the pound.  You would find a piece of equip-

ment take it to the scale, and pay for it.  Again, great for harvesting parts.  For a few moths 

there was a junk shop across the parking lot from the Longhorn Ballroom.  You always kinda 

wanted a bath after leaving that area.  Let’s just say there wasn’t much grass, or concrete for 

that matter, in that area. It got dusty.   

 

For the record, never went inside the Longhorn.  Had a drink at Mickey Finn’s across the parking lot once 

or twice.  I much preferred the Mickey Finn’s in Arlington on Great Southwest.  But that is not fodder for a 

ham rag.   

 

Well you now have read about the history of shopping for ham gear in the Metromess.  If you are interested 

in Ham Radio history let me know what to write about at my email: ab5com@qsl.net. Elsewise I get to pick 

the subject.  Think I’ll do something on the hams in WW II. 

 

The OM (ab5com@qsl.net) 

Ps:  My dad gave me two of these thingermabobs.  Any idea what they are for? Anybody need 

to use them now?  Let me know via email. 

mailto:ab5com@qsl.net
mailto:ab5com@qsl.net
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AMATEUR RADIO 

GENERAL CLASS* 

APRIL 6, 13, 20, 2013 

9:00 AM TO 12:00 NOON 

AT 

Charles England Public Safety Training Complex  

310 W. College ST. 

GRAND PRAIRIE, TX 

RESERVE YOUR PLACE  

CLASS SIZE LIMITED TO 15 

RSVP 

BY APRIL 1, 2013 

CALL BEN BARBER 972-262-3114 

or email 

K5neb@sbcglobal.net 

CLASSES are FREE 

General Class book $25.00  

 FCC exam is $15.00 
 

ALL THREE CLASSES ARE NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE TRAINING FOR THE 

GENERAL CLASS LICENSE 

 

*You must hold a Technician License to take the General Class. 

 

mailto:K5neb@sbcglobal.net
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2013 Board Members 

President 

Mike Harang (K5MMH) 

Vice-President 

Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 

Treasurer 

Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) 

Secretary 

Pat Roberson  (KB5YPP) 

Directors 

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) 

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 

Lester Wong (K5ITO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Positions 

Repeater Trustee 

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 

Repeater Committee Chair 

Mike Harang (K5MMH) 

Newsletter Editor 

Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 

Web Master 

Bruce Holt (KG1BAH) 
 

MN2 
Monday Night Net 

Net Time 8:00PM 

147.060(+) Primary 

444.500(+ ) Alternate 

February-13 Income Expense Balance Petty Cash 

General Fund      

Beginning Balance 2/1/2013   $2,283.11   

INCOME/EXPENSE     

Dues Income-2013 $135.00       

ARRL Renewal Income-2013 $39.00    

     

Transfer From Matl. Property     

Tranfer Petty Cash income     

TOTAL INCOME $174.00     

EXPENSES     

Ham-Com Table Ck. # 2021  $30.00   

ARRL Renewal Ck. # 2022  $18.50   

     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $48.50    

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $174.00  $48.50    

Ending Balance 2/28/2013   $2,408.61   

     

Special Events Fund     

Beginning Balance 2/1/2013   $125.14   

INCOME/EXPENSE     

Trans from General Fund     

Donation from K5ITO $15.00    

     

TOTAL INCOME $15.00     

EXPENSES      

     

     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $0.00    

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $15.00  $0.00    

Ending Balance 2/28/2013   $140.14   

     

Material Property Fund     

Beginning Balance 2/1/2013   $1,893.64   

INCOME/EXPENSE     

Dues Income-2013 $135.00     

     

     

Transfer from General Fund     

TOTAL INCOME $135.00     

EXPENSES     

Telephone Pymt. 01 Feb.   $39.58    

ARRL Renewal Ck. # 2022  $18.50   

       

Transfer to General Fund     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $58.08    

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $135.00  $58.08    

Ending Balance 2/28/2013   $1,970.56   

     

    February Balance $324.00  $106.58  $4,519.31   
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The meeting was called to order by Scott, KB5NLK at 6:30 pm. 

Invocation was given by Bill, N5TXN. 

 

Executive Board members present: Scott, KB5NLK, Ben, K5NEB, Mike, K5MMH, Paul, KD5IVP, 

Rick, KJ5UY, Lester, K5ITO, and Jerry, KB6OJE. 

Club members present: Bill, N5TXN, Jimmy, KB5WIO . 

Minutes:  Motion to approve by; Rick, KJ5UY; Motion 2nd  by Ben, K5NEB.  Motion passed. 

Treasure Report Motion to approve by Rick, KJ5UY; Motion 2nd  by Paul, KD5IVP .  Motion passed.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Repeater: Scott, KE5NLK, stated that the Repeater Committee is composed of Johnny, KJ5LB, Floyd, 

KC5QBC, Bill, N5TXN, Mike, K5MMH, and himself.   

VE Session:  Ben, K5NEB, had a class of 20 and had 14 to test for Tech License and 10 passed. 

EOC:  Nothing to report. 

Membership:  Mike, K5MMH, says he had received an applications in the mail from Steven Clem, 

N5SLC.  Rick, KJ5UY, made motion to accept their applications and Mike, K5MMH, 2nd it.  Motion car-

ried. 

Net:  Rick, KJ5UY, reports that we had an informative net last night with 14 check-ins.   

Web: Up to date and working.   

Groundwire: On the web...Had a good one this month with the article by Paul, KD5IVP. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

80m Fox Hunt:  The February Fox will be Saturday, 9 Feb, beginning about 8:15 am from the usual start-

ing point, Acapulco’s Restaurant on Belt Line just East of Hampton in DeSoto.  Rick, KJ5UY will be hid-

ing the Fox this month. 

Field Day:  It is the 4th Saturday in June and we need someone to step up and volunteer to be the chairper-

son for this event. 

Head For The Hills: Mark your calendars now for Saturday 11 May to support the Cedar Hill Rotary 

Club’s Bike Rally.  Jerry, KB6OJE, will be the chairperson again this year, assisted by Scott, KE5NLK. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1.  Ham Com Table:  During the Board Meeting, Bill, N5TXN, was able to get on line and reserve a table 

for the Club for Ham com.  Be gathering up your unused items that you want to get rid of to be sold at 

Ham Com.     

2.  Texas State Parks on the Air Contest:      The folks that bring you the Texas QSO party, Northwest 

Amateur Radio Society (NARS), are having the First annual Texas State Parks On The Air contest April 6-

7, 2013 from 1800 UTC Saturday to 2100 UTC Sunday.  Goal is to work as many of the 99 Texas State 

Parks, Natural Area or Historic sites.   

       

PROGRAM:  TBD 

Motion to Adjourn was made by Rick, KJ5UY at 7:15 pm. 
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General Membership Meeting ... February 19, 2013 11 
The meeting was called to order by Scott, KE5NLK, at 6:30 pm. 

Invocation was given by Rick, KJ5UY . 

Minutes:  Motion: Johnny, KJ5LB; 2nd    by Jimmy, KB5WIO.  Approved? Yes 

Treasure Report: Motion: Johnny, KJ5LB ; 2nd   by Jimmy, KB5WIO.  Approved? Yes 

Guests:  Rick Freeman to test, Zak, KF5TNT, Martin, KA5TVL, Steve, KF5RYI, Barry, KF5JPE. 

 

Election 

President:  Mike, K5MMH Vice President:  Bill, N5TXN Secretary: Pat, KB5YPP 

Treasurer: Jerry, KB6OJE  1 yr Dir: Paul, KD5IVP 2 yr Dir: Rick, KJ5UY 3 yr Dir: Lester, K5ITO 

Rick, KJ5UY, made a motion that the Nominating Committee’s recommendations be accepted by acclamation and Paul, 

KD5IVP 2nd it.  The motion carried and Scott, KE5NLK, immediately turned the meeting over to Mike, K5MMH.  

  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Repeater:  Working with interment problem. 

VE Session:  Ben, K5NEB, had a Tech Class and 14 took exam and 10 passed.  More to take exam tonight.   

EOC:  No activity as have not had a disaster. 

Membership:  Reminder, renew ARRL membership through the club as we get to keep a portion of the renewal fee-$3 for re-

newal and $15 for new ARRL membership. 

Net:  Had 14 check-ins last week and 10 or 11 last night. 

Web:  It is up and running.. 

Groundwire:  Reminder, deadline for articles is the 25th of the month.  Also, looking for submission of photos of your shack, car 

or HT installation for the newsletter.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

80 meter Fox Hunt: The February Fox Hunt on 9 Feb was won by the team of John, KB5NJD, and Larry, KY5S in 37 minutes.  

The 2nd place went to the team of Lester, K5ITO, Harold, KF5LDG  , and Jerry, KB6OJE, 3 minutes later.  The 3 rd place was 

claimed by the team of Jimmy, KB5WIO, and Gene, N5PKZ.  Rick, KJ5UY, hid the fox in a park on Eagle Dr in DeSoto, that 

was less than a mile from the starting point, but was putting the low power signal into a very inefficient antenna, so we were 

searching for a really weak fox.   The next Fox Hunt will be March 9th. 

2. Head for the Hills Bike Rally: Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 11th, when we will be providing communications for 

this Rotary Club event.  We need more than 20 radio operators to fill all the positions.  Chairperson for this event is Jerry, 

KB6OJE, assisted by Scott, KE5NLK. 

3.  Ham Com: The club has 2 tables reserve at Ham Com.  Be gathering up your stuff you want to get rid and bring to Ham Com 

to be sold at the table.  The date is 7 & 8 June. 

4. Field Day: A few club members will be visiting the Pioneer Bible Translators location off Camp Wisdom Road to determine 

if the site would be good for our Field Day operation. Determination should be made by end of February.  We are still asking for 

a volunteer to be the Chairperson for Field Day. 

 

. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1.  General Class: Ben, K5NEB, is planning to teach a General License Class from 9am to noon on April 13, 20 and 27 at the 

Grand Prairie Police and Fire Training Facility. 

2.  What do you desire from SWDCARC: Mike, K5MMH, is going to send out an e-mail soliciting desires of our members.  

Don’t be bashful, tell us what you want out of the club.  Your board members don’t know what you want. 

3.  Memorial for Ben’s wife:  A motion was made by Mike, K5MMH, to donate $200 to her church Mission Fund. Paul, 

KD5IVP, 2nd the motion.  Motion passed. 

 

 

Program:  Bill, N5TXN, presented the Ham Of  The Year program as this was the first club meeting the honoree had attended 

since being selected. 

 

ADJOURN: Motion by Bill, N5TXN, to adjourn to the meeting at 7:05 pm. 


