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Is your station “At the Ready”? 

 

Looking at the September 2013 issue of QST, the cover page asks the ques-
tion: “Is your station at the ready”? This simple question started me thinking 
about my particular station(s) and how I would answer the question. Visions of 
late August 2005 come to mind and the anxiety surrounding one basic ques-
tion: “Are they alright”? All of my family members fled New Orleans for the 
safety of northern Louisiana and were holding up in a small motel just outside 
of Monroe. But, my wife’s family decided to stay at my in-law’s brand spank-
ing new home in Folsom, about 1 ¼ hours north of the city. Seven family 
members and three cats hunkered down riding out what would end up being 
one of the deadliest natural disasters in US History. Once landfall occurred 
early on Monday morning 29 August, communications to Folsom was knocked 
out. I sat at my desk here in the DFW area watching the weather radar full well 
knowing things were not “alright”. After living through enough hurricanes, 
you get to know which ones are mild, and which ones are wild. Katrina was 
way beyond wild, off the scales in most categories. From DFW, we called 
about every hour or so, getting telco intercept recordings stating all circuits are 
busy. 

 

We finally received a phone call via landline from the Folsom bunch about 
2200 hours on Tuesday evening 30 August. First thing my father-in-law said to 
me was “We’re alright, and tomorrow morning, were heading your way”. 

 

That experience has taught me to never take electrical power, and clear flow-
ing water for granted – ever again. In setting up my radio station(s), I placed a 
great emphasis on emergency power and operating for extended periods with-
out the convenience of commercial mains power. I have two stations, a VHF/
UHF mobile in the truck, and a HF station in the shack. For this article, I 
would like to talk to you about the HF station. Some of you in Groundwire 
land are aware that I enjoy building my gear when economical, feasible, and 
practical. The list of kits constructed is long. One common theme is that all of 
the components are powered by +12 VDC power.  

 

The power system is simple, and dependable. The center of the system is a 26 
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amp/hour gel cell battery. It was purchased from a Ham-Com tailgate vendor several years ago for about 
$40. The battery has two different sized Anderson Power Pole connectors attached to it. The larger one 
connects to a MFJ DC Power Distribution Panel (MFJ-1128) where each output position is individually 
fused and the panel has a single input fuse rated for 40 amps. The second battery connector is for the Solar 
Controller. The Solar Controller keeps the battery voltage peaked at 13.8 volts as long as the sun is shin-
ing. The Solar Controller has an input for the PV (Photovolatic) panel that converts sunlight into DC elec-
tricity. A modest 40 Watt PV panel keeps the battery topped off and is more than adequate to keep the 
juice flowing indefinitely at my QTH. I’ve never experience a power outage using this system. We have a 
small, simple inverter that can connect directly to the gel cell battery for powering laptops, weather radios, 
small lighting systems, etc.  

 

So in closing, take some time to review your station(s) be they simple handi-talkie, or full blown HF sta-
tions and ask yourself the question: “Is my station at the ready”? As the Boy Scout motto goes “Be Pre-
pared”. Do what you can do now to prepare that unexpected emergency. 

 

73 

 

Mike 

K5MMH 
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2013 Board Members 
President 

Mike Harang (K5MMH) 

Vice-President 

Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 

Treasurer 

Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) 

Secretary 

Pat Roberson  (KB5YPP) 

Directors 

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) 

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 

Lester Wong (K5ITO) 

 

 

 

Committee Positions 
Repeater Trustee 

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 

Repeater Committee Chair 

Mike Harang (K5MMH) 

Newsletter Editor 

Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 

Web Master 

Bruce Holt (KG1BAH) 
 

MN2 
Monday Night Net 

Net Time 8:00PM 

147.060(+) Primary 

444.500(+ ) Alternate 

General Fund      
Beginning Balance 9/1/2013   $873.11   
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Dues Income-2013 $31.25        
ARRL Renewal Income-2013 $2.00 $37.00    

     
Transfer From Matl. Property     
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME $33.25     
EXPENSES     
       

     

     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $0.00    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $33.25  $0.00    
Ending Balance 9/30/2013   $906.36   

     

Special Events Fund     
Beginning Balance 9/1/2013   $140.14   
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Trans from General Fund     

     

     
TOTAL INCOME $0.00     
EXPENSES      

     

     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $0.00    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $0.00  $0.00    
Ending Balance 9/30/2013   $140.14   

     

Material Property Fund     
Beginning Balance 9/1/2013   $2,778.67   
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Dues Income-2013 $31.25     

     

     
Transfer from General Fund     
TOTAL INCOME $31.25     
EXPENSES     
Seabury & Smith Ck2029  $320.00    
AT&T  $42.12   

     
Transfer to General Fund     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $362.12    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $31.25  $362.12    
Ending Balance 9/30/2013   $2,447.80   

     

September Balance $64.50  $362.12  $3,494.30   
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The meeting was called to order by Mike (K5MMH) at 6:31 PM. 
Invocation was given by Paul (KD5IVP). 
Executive Board members present:   
Officers                  Directors 
Mike Harang (K5MMH)                               Lester Wong (K5ITO) - absent 
Bill Ellis (N5TXN) - absent                Paul Dryer (KD5IVP)    
Pat Roberson (KB5YPP)                              Rick Ellis (KJ5UY)   
Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE)   
 
Guests:  Jimmy (KB5WIO) bids us farewell as he moves to South-East Texas.  We will miss you, Jimmy.  
Bruce (KG1BAH), James (KF5RBN).   
Minutes:    Motion:  Jerry (KB6OJE),  2nd :  Rick (KJ5UY).  Minutes approved as printed in Groundwire.   
Treasure Report:    Motion :  Rick (KJ5UY),  2nd :  Paul (KD5IVP).  Treasure Report approved as print-
ed in Groundwire.   

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Repeater:  The 2 meter output seems normal.  No other update.  
VE Session:   None.   
EOC:   Larry (KY5S) will check out the site as work schedule allows.   
Membership:  One renewal for 2014 dues was received.   
Net:   This past Monday was a Holiday – no net.  Previous week there were 5 who checked in on the 440.   
Web:  Groundwire updates are done.  Friends Remembered page to be done soon.   
Groundwire:  Front page article on filters/duplexers/cans to be supplied by Johnny (KJ5LB).   
 

OLD BUSINESS 
    
 1.   None.  
    

NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.  It’s time to pay the club insurance.  Jerry (KB6OJE) will take care of payment. 
2.  Jerry will also check on when and dollar amount of donation to be made to W.P.B.C.  
3.   Ben (K5NEB) will conduct a Tech. Training class Sep. 7, 14,21 at the G.P. Law Enforcement Center.  
The class is full!  Ben could use some help with training and testing. 
 
ADJOURN:   Motion  by Rick (KJ5UY) at 6:54 PM.         
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General Membership Meeting ... September 17, 2013 10 
The meeting was called to order by Mike (K5MMH) at 6:35 PM. 
Invocation was given by Paul (KD5IVP) 
Executive Board members present:   
Officers                  Directors 
Mike Harang (K5MMH)                            Lester Wong (K5ITO) - absent  
Bill Ellis (N5TXN)                                     Paul Dryer (KD5IVP)    
Pat Roberson (KB5YPP)                             Rick Ellis (KJ5UY)   absent 
Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE)    
 
Guests:  Steve Baird (KF5WYN) 
Minutes:    Motion by Johnny (KJ5LB) to approve as printed in the Groundwire.  2nd by Floyd (KC5QBC).  
Approved. 
Treasure Report:  Bills paid after Aug. report leaving Balance of $3,481.00.  Motion by Johnny (KJ5LB) 
to approve as printed in Groundwire,  with update.  2nd by Ben (K5NEB).  Approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Repeater:  2 meter repeater is working, sounds good. 
Backup repeater:  Still searching for site to house unit.  Disconnected at present.  Still needs cans/filters. 
VE Session:  none 
EOC: nothing to report 
Membership: application given to Steve Baird (KF5WYN). 
Net:  net moved back to the 147.060 repeater.  Six or seven checked in, thanks to Russ (KX5G) who was 
net control.  The repeater sounded good.   
Web: The “Friend Remembered” page has been modified by Bruce (KG1BAH).  Rick (KJ5UY) to forward 
info on his father for addition to the site. 
Groundwire: Front Page to be submitted by Mike (K5MMH) via Johnny (KJ5LB) .  Looking  for program 
ideas for next few months. 

OLD BUSINESS 
    
  Backup Repeater still needs site to house equipment, remote control, good notch filters/cans. 

   
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1.  Ben (K5NEB) is conducting Tech training classes Sep. 7, 14, and 21 at the G.P. Law Enforcement Cen-
ter.  Class is full and he has the help he needs.  
2. Club liability insurance payment has been sent by Jerry (KB6OJE). 
3. Donation to W.P.B.C. of $300.00 can be made in December.  Motion by Johnny (KJ5LB), with second 
by Bill (N5TXN) to approve.  Motion approved. 
4.  Gene ( N5PKZ) announced the next 80 meter Fox Hunt will be Oct. 12 (second Saturday), after the 
Breakfast Gathering at Acapulco’s. 

 
ADJOURN:   Motion by Johnny (KJ5LB) at 6:45 PM.       
 
Program :   Introduction on how to use D-STAR (Digital Smart Technologies for Amateur Radio) by 
Barry McCoy (K5BSM).  


