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You may have heard of the Fireman Olympics or lumberjack competitions. 

Most of you have seen a rodeo – at least on television - where cowboys (and 

cowgirls) do their thing in a stadium rather than on the range. What do all 

these have in common? They test skills used on the job in an enjoyable yet 

challenging environment. 

 

Guess what? Amateur Radio operators compete, too, in a variety of contests 

held throughout the country and the world. Internationally, this is called 

“Radiosport”. Domestically, we just call it “Contesting”. 

 

Many highly competitive Radio Amateurs consider their regular operating 

time to be part of their training for competitions. In a larger sense, though, ra-

dio contests are training that improves our ability to do whatever else we do in 

Amateur Radio more effectively.     

 

Contesting helps prepare us for demanding communication tasks such as 

might be encountered during a major disaster. 

 

Why do I call contests training events? Simply put, all the skills built through 

contesting experience are valuable in emergency-communications 

(“Emcomm”) situations: 

 Hearing, understanding and recording information quickly and accurately. 

 Extracting information from weak signals or through interference and 

noise. 

 Establishing and completing contacts with rapid efficiency. 

 Finding work-arounds when the unexpected happens, rather than giving 

up. 

 Knowing how to get the most out of your equipment and antennas. 

Understanding propagation and making those tough long-haul contacts. 

Each contest has its own unique rules which define the challenge. There are 

specific starting and ending times, encompassing operating periods as short as 

four hours or as long as two days. Eligible stations (i.e. those with whom con-

tacts count for contest credit) may be confined to a specific state or country or 

may include all hams worldwide. 

 

There is a defined exchange, a set of information that must be sent, received 
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2  … continued 

and logged accurately. Exchanges can be as simple as three or four characters to a lengthy data set that 

simulates the message header in a formal radiogram. 

 

Each contact adds points, and often there is a “multiplier” for each geographic area contacted. The sum of 

contact points times the sum of multipliers yields the final score. Participating operators usually submit 

their contest logs to the sponsoring organization in electronic form, which enables rigorous cross-checking 

for accuracy and facilitates timely publishing of the results. 

Suggested Contests for the Technician Licensee 

 

ARRL June VHF Contest: second weekend of June (6m and up) 

CQ VHF Contest: third weekend of July (6m and 2m only) 

ARRL UHF Contest: fir st weekend of August (222 MHz and up) 

ARRL September VHF Contest: second weekend of September  (6m & up) 

ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes: third weekend of January (6m and up) 

Don’t forget ARRL’s Field Day on the fourth weekend of June. Technically 

not a contest, it has similar characteristics and skill-building opportunities. 

For Traffic Handlers with General-class and Higher Licenses 

 

ARRL Section Sweepstakes: features a radiogram-header-type exchange 

CW: first weekend of November 

Phone: third weekend of November 

Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters 

Contests are not limited to the HF bands that are primarily the domain of many General-class and higher 

licensees. 

 

There are VHF, UHF and even microwave contests, all available to holders of every class of license. If you 

think that the two-meter or 70-centimeter band is limited to supporting nearby and repeater contacts, you’re 

in for a surprise! 

 

Communication over hundreds of miles and more is possible with suitable antennas and equipment. By 

participating in these competitions, you will learn what works best and how your station’s effectiveness 

can be improved. 

 

You don’t have to be in it to win it; just take part, and have fun while you’re learning to enhance your and 

your station’s performance. 

 

When former FCC Enforcement Bureau Chief Riley Hollingsworth addressed an audience of Hams at a 

major radio convention a few years ago, he advised them to watch and learn from contesters. “They’re the 

best operators in the world”, he said. Having participated with many top-notch contesters myself over the 

last four decades, I would have to agree. If my life depended on a message getting through quickly and ac-

curately under difficult conditions, having world-class contesters at each end of the circuit would greatly 

enhance the likelihood that I would survive. 
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3 … continued 

Of course, most of us aren’t world-class contesters. Yet we, too, can sharpen our operating skills by exer-

cising them in organized competitions. With standardized rules and widely disseminated results, we can 

compare our performance with that of our peers and measure our improvement from one year to the next. 

 

We can identify and correct weaknesses in our stations, evaluate the impact of equipment and antenna 

changes, and push ourselves to solve real-time communication problems as efficiently as possible. 

 

All this builds and hones transferrable skills. It makes us better at what we do, which is getting the message 

through. Remember, when all else fails, Amateur Radio works, and properly trained, dedicated Hams make 

it happen.   

 

Reprinted from Southern California Contest Club with N6VI’s permission. 

 

Submitted by Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) 
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4 Upcoming Activities 

October 6th   Board Meeting 

October 20th  Club Meeting 

      

October 25th  Groundwire submissions due 

 

Club Breakfast every Saturday 7:00AM @ Acapulco's in DeSoto 
Monday Night Nets every Monday @ 8:00PM (147.060 MHz / + /110.9) 

 

 
 

  

October’s Program 
Dr. Fred -- 40th Anniversary Presentation   

 

October 24    Chili Cook-off and Special Events Radio 

 Activity (location TBA)  
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Elmer Directory 5 

 

APRS    Jerry (KB6OJE)  

 

Antennas     Paul (KD5IVP) 

 

Contesting      Jerry (KB6OJE)  

 

CW         Russ (KX5G)  Paul (KD5IVP) 

 

DF'ing                          Rick (KJ5UY) 

 

DX     

 

JPole Construction   Barry (K5BSM) James (KF5RBN) 

 

Kit Building & Soldering   Paul (KD5IVP) 

 

Net Operations Russ (KX5G) 

 

Portable Operation  Gene (N5PKZ) 

 

PSK31     Jerry (KB6OJE) 

 

QSL'ing   

 

Radio Bargains Barry (K5BSM) 

 

Satellites  Bob (KA4JSQ) 

 

Traffic Handling  Russ (KX5G) 

 

WSPR    

 

 

 

 
 

The above club members have volunteered to help you get 

started or answer questions to help you enjoy these areas 

of our radio hobby. If you wish to volunteer your expertise, 

contact Bill (N5TXN) to get on the list. 
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6 Financial Report ... September, 2015 

2015 Board Members 

President 

Barry Fulfer (KF5JPE) 

Vice-President 

James Jackson (KF5RBN) 

Treasurer 

Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) 

Secretary 

Pat Roberson  (KB5YPP) 

Directors 

Wayne Schier (KE4SGS) 

Gene Boulton (N5PKZ) 

Harold Wheat (K5HDW) 

 

 

 

Committee Positions 

Repeater Trustee 

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 

Repeater Committee 

Chair 

Barry FulFer (KF5JPE) 

Newsletter Editor 

Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 

Web Master 

OPEN 
 

MN2 
Monday Night Net 

Net Time 8:00PM 

147.060(+) Primary 

444.500(+ ) Alternate 
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September-15 Income Expense Balance Petty Cash 

General Fund      

Beginning Balance    $1,086.23   

INCOME/EXPENSE     

Dues Income-2015      

ARRL Renewal Income-2015     

     

Transfer From Matl. Property     

Transfer Petty Cash income     

TOTAL INCOME $0.00     

EXPENSES     

ARRL Renewal Ck      

Mercer (Ins) Ck 2063   $ 320.00    

Transfer to Special Events     

TOTAL EXPENSES   $ 320.00    

Ending Balance    $766.23   

     

Special Events Fund     

Beginning Balance    $0.00   

INCOME/EXPENSE     

Trans from General Fund     

     

TOTAL INCOME $0.00     

EXPENSES      

     

     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $0.00    

Ending Balance    $0.00   

     

Material Property Fund     

Beginning Balance    $1,429.12   

INCOME/EXPENSE     

Dues Income-2015 $0.00     

     

Transfer from General Fund     

TOTAL INCOME $0.00     

EXPENSES     

     

     

Transfer to General Fund     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $0.00    

Ending Balance   $1,429.12   

     

Sep Balance $0.00  $320.00  $2,195.35   



 

 

Minutes of Board Meeting … September 1,  2015 7 

The meeting was called to order by Pat (KB5YPP) at 6:32 PM. 

Invocation was given by Harold (K5HDW).                            

        

 Executive Board members present : 

  Officers                  Directors 

Barry Fulfer (KF5JPE) - sick                                       Harold Wheat (K5HDW) 

James Jackson (KF5RBN) - sick                                 Wayne Schier (KE4SGS) – out of town      

Jerry Keltner KB6OJE)                     Gene Boulton (N5PKZ)    

Pat Roberson (KB5YPP)      

                               

Guests:   Johnny (KJ5LB).  

Minutes of previous month’s Board Meeting:   Motion by Jerry (KB6OJE) with second by Gene (N5PKZ).  

Approved and printed in the Groundwire.   

Treasurer's Report for previous Board meeting:    Motion by Harold (K5HDW) with second by Pat 

(KB5YPP).  Approved as printed in the Groundwire.  

 

COMMITTEES/ REPORTS 

Repeaters:  Working ok.  

VE Session:  None held.   

EOC:  No reports.    

Membership:  Application received from Shane Haggstrom (KB0BWG), Extra class in Ennis.  Motion by Jer -

ry (KB6OJE) with second by Gene (N5PKZ).  Approved pending receipt of $12.50 dues for balance of 2015. 

Net:   Russ (KX5G) took the Net for  Ben (K5NEB).    

Web:   Functioning.  No repor t.  

Groundwire:  All submissions for the Groundwire need to be in MS Word format and sent to Bill (N5TXN) or Barry 

(KF5JPE) by the 25th of the month.  The August issue was send via email as usual.    

Field Day Planning:  Harold (K5HDW) repor ted that the committee compr ised of Steve (KF5RYI), Fred 

(N5VDQ ), Cliff (N5CWF), and Anthony (KD5TKN) plan to meet after the September General Meeting is over. 

Material Property:  No repor t. 

Programs:  September  will be Field Day Review by Rick (KJ5UY).  October  and November  will be History/

Looking Back at SWDCARC by Fred (AA5MN). 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1.  The invalid email addresses have been corrected by Jerry (KB6OJE).  Any errors in the Membership list should 

be brought to the attention of the Board of Directors for correction. 

The current Membership list reflects all paid members (58). 

2.  Harold (K5HDW) noted that there are some Field Day stats missing from previous years.   He would like to be 

able to complete the records of past SWDCARC Field Days.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1.  The bill of $350.00 for the liability insurance for the SWDCARC has been received.   This expenditure will be 

brought before the General membership for approval at the September General Meeting.  

2.  The 40th Year Celebration of the SWDCARC will include a program on the 20th of October.   A Chili cook off 

dinner will be held on Saturday the 24th of October.  The club can also participate in working the BSA Scouts JOTA 

event on the 24th.  We need to come up with a location and a food coordinator.   

  

ADJOURN:   Motion by Gene (N5PKZ) at 7:20 p.m.       
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General Membership Meeting ... September 15, 2015 8 

W5WB · Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club · W5AUY 

The meeting was called to order by Barry (KF5JPE) at 6:30 PM. 

Invocation was given by Johnny (KJ5LB).  

                                     .  

Executive Board members present:   

Officers                  Directors 

Barry Fulfer (KF5JPE)                                             Harold Wheat (K5HDW)  

James Jackson (KF5RBN) - absent                          Gene Boulton (N5PKZ)         

Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) – out of town                 Wayne Schier (KE4SGS) 

Pat Roberson (KB5YPP)                                  

 

Name/Call Sign Introductions.  All present introduced themselves.    

Guests:   Bill Sawyer  (W1SAW), Gayle Boulton (to test), Tom Brown (to test)   

 

Program:   Field Day 2015 Review by Rick (KJ5UY).      

  

VE’s and test takers to test Session  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Business Meeting 

Minutes of August General Meeting:   Motion by Johnny (KJ5LB) with  second by  

Wayne (KE4SGS).  Approved as printed in the Groundwire.       

Treasure Report of August General Meeting:  Motion by Rick (KJ5UY) with second by 

Steve (KF5WYV).  Approved as printed in the Groundwire.       

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Repeaters:   All ok.         

VE Session:   None last General meeting.  Two to test tonight.    

EOC:   No repor ts.   

Membership:   Received application from Bill Sawyer  (W1SAW) to be reviewed at the 

October Board meeting .  Membership approved for applicant Shane Haggstrom (KB0BWG) 

pending receipt of dues. 

Net:  Net Control this Monday was James (KF5RBN) who will be dropping out of the 

rotation soon due to work conflicts.  More volunteers are needed to serve as Net Control.    

Web:   There have been some cor rections and updates to the membership list.  

Groundwire:   All submissions for  the Groundwire need to be in MS Word format and 

sent to Bill (N5TXN) by the 25th of the month.  Front page and other articles of interest are 

always welcome.  

Field Day Planning:  The 5 member  committee will meet br iefly after  the General meet-

ing tonight. 

Material Property:  The inventory of the storage units is planned in ear ly October  after  

the weather cools a bit. 

Programs:   Fred (AA5MN) is requesting club history recollections from members to be 

used in the October and November meetings and at the Chili Dinner on 24 October.  The De-

cember meeting will be the annual Christmas dinner with white elephant gift exchange and 

Ham of the Year award. 

   



 

 

General Membership Meeting ... July 21, 2015 … continued 9 

OLD BUSINESS 

Jerry (KB6OJE) has been working to update the membership roster and the email information on the roster.  

If anyone notices incorrect information on the membership roster, please contact a Board member with the 

correct information. 

 

NEW BUSINESS   
1.  The SWDCARC Liability Insurance bill for 2015-2016 in the amount of $320.00 has been received by 

the Treasurer.  Motion by Johnny (KJ5LB) with second by Steve (KF5WYV) to approve the expenditure.  

Motion was unanimously approved. 

2.  Plans are under way for the SWDCARC 40th year celebration.  Contact Fred (AA5MN) or Mike 

(N5NXN) to contribute recollections about the history and activities of the SWDCARC over the past 40 

years. 

3.  A location is needed for the Chili Dinner and participation in the Jamboree on the Air Boy Scout event 

on 24 October.    After some discussion, a motion was made by Wayne (KE4GS) with second by Gene 

(N5PKZ) to ask Johnny (KJ5LB) to contact the Cedar Hill Fire Chief, John Ballard, to see if the club could 

use the open space and meeting room at the Fire Station on Beltline near the escarpment.  Motion was 

unanimously approved.  

4.  Tom’s (K5EIS) Tech classes are underway at the Senior Center in Waxahachie. 

5.  Ben’s (K5NEB) Tech classes will begin in October on the 17th in Grand Prairie at 9:00 am.  Contact Ben 

if you would like to take the classes. 

6.  Russ (KX5G) asked for some volunteers to install an antenna before the Texas QSO Party event. 

7.  Wayne (KE4SGS) shared that the Harris family was hoping to get Liam out of the hospital and back 

home with hospice care.  Prayers were requested for the family. 

8.  Gayle Boulton passed her Technician License Test with flying colors!  Tom Brown aced both the Tech-

nician and General License Tests!  Congratulations to the two new Hams!  

 

 ADJOURN :   Motion by  Johnny (KJ5LB) at 7:45 p.m. 
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